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Hablul Mateen (Calcutta) of the 9th July says that it.is a reg 
me Lande OR saps > t thet ths Permian 48 ot knoe? their duty to thei 
The corruption of Persian off. Government. They think that it is not their duty 
- to pay any duty or tax. They slso think that 
are at perfect liberty to me 8 5a priate or ‘steal State property. Thi 
suetionaiien har amla of the State thin te sink unlawful to take bribe and. 
iHegal: gratification from the subject-people. - This’state of things has created 
such an ill-feeling- between the rulers and the ruled in Persia that neither 
feel any hesitation in defrauding the other: In fact it is the functionaries and 
amla, who are ruining Persia. For such a state of things the people are‘not 
to blame, because they are ignorant and see that the pea Sie béing impover- 
ished, and that the troops that are kept for protecting the country fr 
enemies, are starving, and in some cases, earning their living by tendering menial 
service. They also see that they are being. ‘phindered | and oppressed by 
the outlanders. All business which might bring -wealth to their country: is 
being encroached upon by their enemies; No oue takes notice of the oppression 
hich t roy 


t 


> 


to w hey are being daily subjected, and their Peter are not redresséd 
Foreign officials do not hesitate to do them mischief in order tu benefit them- 
selves. In such cases of oppression, tke oppressed: are’ punished . instead ‘ of 
being consoled: — sis woetelie ene ical es iF Despeg: 
2, The same paper says that a thorough-going reform of the Persian 
7 - - Government is- indispensably necessary. -. The 
What the Persian Government (Government should at first take. a census of the people, 
a tl - and then survey the whole country, so that it may 
gain a knowledge of the character of the suil and form an idea of the amount of 
revenue it is capable of yielding to the State in kind or in cash. | The jagir- 
holders, that is, those to whom land is granted on the condition that they should 
render some service or other to the Government, should be deprived of their lands 
and should be paid in coin for theirservices. The Government employés should 
be regularly paid. It very often happens that in consequence of extraordinary 
expenses the exchequer becomes empty. In such cases the jagir-holders do not 
pay a single farthing to the exchequer to meet the ago sc The Ottoman 
empire is sometimes seen to have struggled with such difficulties, but the people 
of that empire are all in sympathy with the Government and-the difficulty, 
therefore, does not affect the empirein.any way. Turkey has a standing army 
consisting of three crores of troops to defend her empire and she is rapidly 
advancing in edacation. She has imposed an educational tax upon her subjects 
to meet the educational expenditure, and she can boast of numerous schools and 
colleges. Even private schools and colleges are being started in Turkey. In 
fact frequent dismissals of functionaries is sure to. bring.about the weakness 
of a Government. A well-paid servant may. be taken to task for dereliction of 
duties, but an unpaid one is free from all blame, A servant who knows that 
his ase sg will not last long is sure to fill his:purse by illegal means, 
3. The Khuina [Khulna] of the 12th July writes as follows:— — 
_' = + News has been received that India will have 
Bes 7 of fodder forthe Chinese +o supply fodder, sufficient to last three months, for 
© tionary force. . induce , sR 
eee ail horses and other animals which are accompany- 
ing the forces to China. This shows that the Imperial Government does not 
feel for India as it feels for kngland. The direst famine India has seen is 
ing and is threatening to.spread. ll Berens and Central India is 
without a blade of grass. Millions of cattle have died there for want of fodder, 
and the Government of India with all its efforts has not succeeded in procur- 
ing a sufficient a ly of fodder to prevent further deaths among them. But 
while India herself 1s in such. straits for fodder for her own cattle, she will 
have, by the order of the British Government, to supply fodder for the Chinese 
campaign. Had India been covered with verdure as before, she might have 
supplied the expeditionary force with fodder not for three months, but for the 
whole term of the campaign. But India is, to-day, an arid desert. There is 
no harm in milking a’ milch cow, but: sucking the empty dugs of a cow which 


_can yield no milk endangers ‘its very life. India is made to supply the 


Chinese expeditionary force with fodder for three months, th ill not remai 
in India a single head of cattle living. prensa eee a eect 
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4. The Sanjivant (Calcutta) of the 12th ~—— the a it 
ey egy eT eeow , ft was m an moment China 
+ st ° 21 | proved the ruin of China. Her misfortunes. 
on the day on which victorious Japan removed her. outer mantle. Until lately: 
the whole of white Europe had: looked upon the yellow Chinese empire with 
doubtful eyes. Only a few years ago a European statesman made the predic. 
tion that the: do Chinese empire..would, at no: distant date, rise up 

ngth,she would establish: her pereneceey 
ved 


again, nay, that, strong in her new strength Vb 
over old cad neuen tees and that: sem he peseens waeine day of 

‘osperity and glory to the European, good luck in the near future was resery. 
or the yellow race, when China would control the fortunes of the whole world, 
Hardly has the echo of this prediction died away when the sound of the -war. 
drum is heard it China. Slavery is now.the only fate that seems:to be in store 
for her. One could not, even in imagination, picture to oneself the possibility 
that the vast Chinese empire, which, iu point of population, headsall the empires 
in the world, and which, in point of area, occupies a place next only to that held 
by the Russian or the British empire, would come so soon to be bound in 
chains of slayery and subjection, It was the Chinesé who. first manufactured 
the sort of paper on which this article is printed. It was the Chinese who first 
invented the printing press with whose aid this article is printed. It was the 
Chinese who first started the sortof newspaper in which this article is published. 


The first newspaper in the world was published in China many centuries. 


before Rome was built. Gunpowder, which is being used to reduce ‘the 
Chinese empire to ashes, was an invention of the Chinese themselves.’ When 
they made gunpowder the thought never crossed their minds that they were 
forging weapon which would cause their own destruction. Even theexistence 
of the pow 
madaee 3 civilisation and the favoured abode of ancient civilisation, is in serious 
peril, So wonderful is the course‘and movement of time)! 

‘How the peace-loving and liberal-minded Czar of Russia, who only the other 
day imed, ‘with a flourish of trumpets, his desire to establish peace in the 
world, who is said to have. once taken a resolution to spurn his matchless 
throne and live a pauper’s life, and who, even when 8 signal opportunity 
presented itself for invading Herat, prohibited the Cossack army assembled at 
the gate of that city from picking a quarrel with the British Government, then 
engrossed in the Boer war, bas now made up his mind to declare war and thereb 
to deluge the earth with blood is a mystery which it is not certainly impossib 
to.unravel. Japan, which is a new Power, bas not za been practically recog- 
nised-as the equal of any European Power, and this war with China will be 
J x pole trial, and the world will see how honourably she can acquit herself in 
this test. le go PA | ” te : : A 

China, you are about to go, but do not think that this sad fate has over- 
taken you alone and no other. The revolutions of the wheel of fortune are 
inexorable and inevitable, and the utmost human effortand endeavour will be of 
no avail in arresting, impeding ordeflectingthem. Once look at India. To what 
a sad plight has the country of Asoka and Kaniksha, the country, which gave 
birth to Prithwiraj, Pratap Sinha, Ranjit Sinha and Sivaji, been reduced! ‘To 
what a sorry plight has India been reduced, the country, that is, which produced 
two such powerful and heroic races as the Sikh and the Mahratta, The heroism 
of the Sikhs, that product of the austere and persevering labours of Govinds 
Sinha, is always a subject. of honourable mention in History. Who could be ao 
bold as to sit in the heart of Cabul, the metropolis of fanatical Pathans, and te 
prehibit the Musalman’s prescribed calls to prayer (ajan)? And yet such an order 
was actually issued by Hari Sinha, the Sikh hero. Hari Sinha’s name really 
caused a shudder among the inhabitants of that city. The ened rowess of 
the Mahrattas springing out of the heart-stirring principles preac y Mahe 
yacharya has ses -warml 
Mahrata poner caused the destruction of the Mogul empire and spread over th 
whole of India, who could think-that the sun of India’s prosperity, which had 
sunk in the sea of Kshatriya blood on ‘the banks of the Drisatvati, would not 
rise again? But though the mother of two’ such heroic races, there was 20 
favourable turn in India’s fortunes. Thanke'to the boundless power of. Fate, the 


Chinese empire, the creator of come of the. principal factors of — 


ised by the victor of. Waterloo. When the 


eatness and glory of India 
threatened pd coc g WN ey great 7 
ivill contemporaries Have iong since 
pe which shone on the world- 


god whom Europe adores? the god, at whose feet theee European Fowers. 
sacrificed their hatred: and animosity and are acting in concert? E 
and America though resounding. with the echoes of the Czar’s peace 


mation, have yet turned a deaf ear to the. — cries of the brave, patriotic | 


d liberty loving people who produced a skilful General like Joubert, a mighty 
weaelée like Cecelé, tis equal. of Napoleon himself, and’ a statesm en lik 7 


Kriiger and whose matchless strategy and extraordinary: self-sactifiee in the 


cause Of — independence have startled the world. And the Powers bave . 


now combined to compass the destruction of the Chinese empires: What is the 


-yalue of such preaching of peace and universal goodwill? Instead of labonring — 


in a spirit of unity to avoid.and prevent strife. and war, and establish peace on 
earth the Powers have, immediately after the Czar’s peace proclamation was 
made, employed their united armies in the grim work of destruction and desola- 
tion. Who can tell what will be the outcome of this unprecedented combina- 
tion of the great Powers of Europe and America? Who can say that, asa result 
of this combination, the States which have not yet come under the sway of those 
Powers will not, one after another, share the fate which now threatens the 
Chinese empire? «= oe ; ae : oe 

It is under the dispensation of Providence that small .detached States 
gradually lose their separate existence and.are merged in one powerful and vast 
empire and that enfeebled and decaying old races come to seek the protection 
of new and progressive nations proud of youthful yigour, It is. under the 
dispensation of Providence that country after country and State after State are 
being brought under the imperial and absolute rule of the European Powers. 
God only Sows when this process of unification will be complete. In the 
Dwapar Yuga, that astute statesman, Sri Krishna, caused the destruction of the 


many small kingdoms then existing in India and their unification and inclusion | 


in Greater India, in the Indian empire, that is, which acknowledged the king 
of kings, Yudhisthir as its absolute master. At the pear time the whole 
of India is united and forms the Indian empire of the Empress Victoria. ‘The 


territorial possessions of the European nations are daily extending all over:the 
world, and divers countries and poonies are being welded temethee under the 
fing - every European Power, Providence, it is thus that Thon givest effect 
o the ar 


. 


ements pre-ordained. by Thyself. At one time there were signs 


which showed that a still 'vaster empire would be established under the autocra- 
tic sway of Napoleon, that matchless hero and greatest military genius “'Phou ° 


alone knowest why success did not attend Napoleon’s efforts in that behalf. 
That result was surely due to Thee, whose ways are inscrutable. When will 
os day — _— no Rl aa will: be ey to ‘exeite the 
uropean Powers, when their all-devouring greed for territory will be satisfied? 
Will all strife and war cease and peace be established in the vorid on that day ? 
And will the earth, from that day, cease to be stained with human blood? 

_ 6 The Nava Yug {Calcutta} of the 14th July has seen.it mentioned that 


ee it Maheraj Kumar Pradyot Kumar Tagore, President 
Tranevadl War Baad. © “eof the British Indian Amcel ition, has sent a contri-— 


3 bution of £ 800 to the Transvaal War Fund. The 
contribution certainly shows the Maharaj. Kumar’s incom 
British Government, but he would have done nothi 
such contribution from India at a time like this when the whole world is sendis 


money to India to relieve the distresses. of her famine-stricken’ people. ‘It 


pecbebty in consideration of such acts as that of the Maharaj Kumar that 
George eny ¢eontribution from 


Lord Hamilton denies the necessity of making 
the Imperial exchequer to the Indian Famine Fund, — 
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cg) (a)—Polien, 


. 6, ‘The Rangpur Dik Prakash [Kakina, Ra } of the 12th July says 
"auc of staged “octage on thst the dismissal of the casein which soventeen or 
women tn the Rangpur ditiet,  ighteen Musalman and two Hindu badmashes were 
Oe ak aad? -.. Charged with having abducted by force and con. 
mitted outrage upon the wife of one Braja Das, a resident of Nalsindura within 
the jurisdiction of the Panga thana, in the Rangpur district, has alarmed and 
astounded everybody. There is not the least ground for doubt that the outrage 
was committed by the badmazhes in question. Braja. Das or his wife had no 
uarrel or enmity with any of thém. -I¢ is, therefore, impossible to believe 
that the case was got up simply to get the accused into trouble. The woman, 
moreover, as soon as she was found out by the police in the house. of Barika 
Nasya, complained to the Sub-Inspector against the accused and told him of 

the outrage and oppression they had committed upon her. - ae 
It is said that the dismissal of the case was brought about by a man who, 


_- 


~ 
a 
’ 


while acting on behalf of the accused had also contrived to curry himself into 


the complainant’s favour and got the conduct of the prosecution in his hands, 
However that may be, the attention of the Magistrate of Rangpur and the 


_ Deputy. ein. ror of urigaon is invited to this case, If the seventeen or 


eighteen badmashes, who were charged in this case, receive no check, they will 
become bolder, and Rangpur will then soon beat Mymensingh in the matter of 


outrages on females. 


7 The Hitavadi (Calcutta) uf the 13th July writes as follows:— 

An ateault by cerisin Eurasian . . Antony, Smith and Ward, three dopiwalas, 
employée of the Bengal-Nagpur belonging to the Bengal-Nagpur Railway regaled 
Railway. . » - +  ,  . themselves with country rum at a retail grog-shop 
and were wending their way to the Rajapur Khal station. On the way they 
came across Punti Methrani and Saurabhi Dasi, a poor widow. They felt a 
strong desire to enter into an amorous conversation with them. But they did 
not like the amours of the Eurasians and took to their heels, The Imperial 
Anglo-Indians resumed their journey, when, as chance would have it, they came 
across & washerwoman foing to fetch water. The Eurasian heroes could not 
lose this opportunity, and they at once began to cut jokes at her. _The washer- 
woman did not take these jokes well,- and seeing that the Kurasians were about 
to lay their hands on her, she plunged into the water, whereupon her pursuers 
beat a retreat. The washerwoman acquainted her husband with what had 
happened, upon which he and his brother came out, abused the Eurasians, 
and warned them against coming to the village again. A crowd gathered, and 
seeing this, the brave Eurasians silently and fearlessly took to flight. But 
they were-not the men to submit-to such ignominy; so they came back armed 
with clubs and -followed by a large number of coolies, trespassed into the 
washerman’s house and er his brother a thrashing. Fortunately, however, 
Kali Rajak did not dio.of the rupture of spleen, or of stoppage of the heart’s 
action. .He has -prosecuted the Eurasians in the court of the Subdivisional 
Officer of Ulubaria. aoe 

_8. A correspondent writes as follows in the same paper:— 

li alt oa ae ae It is a great relief that the attention of the 

police. netictency of the Beng! authorities has been drawn to the recrudescence of 

; ne crime in the Hooghly, Mymensingh and the 24- 
Parganas districts, but no one can approve of the policy of writing to the 
zamindars to instruct their amla to co-operate with the police in detecting 
and putting down crime. In almost all zamindaris, there is some quarrel or 
other between the zamindars and their amia on the one hand and the raiyats 
on the other. There is no zamindari in which there has been no litigation 
between the rely at and the zamindar. This being the case, if the zamindar 


amis are required to help the police in detecting crime, they will ouly be given 
Th ip amet) to harass the raiyat against whom they may have a grudge. 


icy of detecting crime with the help of the zamindari amla will produce 
Very Harmiul consequences, The best way to detect and put down crime 18 
to appoint honest, courteous and able men to the police service. As it is, the 


~ 
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Beng axiromealy inatnente: Bos irs ime ni 
“4 ‘et not ve 2 able to detect 6 eT 


1898; tanere was a 


(1) vel she i in ‘he Hooghly 


2) In 1899, the yourg von 
(2) Takra, in’ the Hooghly 


eaten of Harides Poddar, of village 
hood adi eho ‘of of Bes 
In the same year s daring theft was committed in the house 

@) bhusan Bone of village Baladbandh, in the Hi 

The offenders: have not been arrested. through | o egligenos 

of the 

(4) It is two- gucdiee's' a young child of Nota Suri of Go , in 
the Hooghly district, was murdered, and the dead body was 
thrown into a neighbouring tank, A Musalman was suspected, 
but nothing has been done since then to trace the offenders. 

(5) In 1898, there was a theft in the house of one Gostha Mallik of Hari- 
al, in the Hooghly district. One Mihilal Bagdi was 
but the police took no steps to make him confess his guilt. 


9, The Pratinidhi (Comilla} of the 17th July co eg omg ed of pett ' thefts 
in. Devagram, a village ict. 
Petty district. ins village inthe The police do not care re to deteat or put kip such » 
genres thefts. They take no notice of such’ thefts if 
the thieves are not arrested by the vil lagers themselves and handed ‘over to 
— 0. The Tripura Hitaishs [Comille] of the 17th J aly says that the r resi- 
dents of Comilla town are not satisfied with the — 
nnn: See in Comille manner in which the town chaukidars are. doing 
sg their work, Most of these chaukidars,’ 
residents of the place, neglect their public duties to look after their househo 
affairs. It would: be better to replace these men by constables brought from 
other places. , 
11. The same paper complains that two or three characterless women 
have for the last few years taken up their | 
nn ene Comills on the bank of the tank situated on the north of 
: the vernacular school in Mogultuli in the Comilla_ 
town. The authorities should not allow these women to remain in the middle 
of a respectable quarter and eo near a school, but should have them removed 
to the quarter wmgene to prostitutes. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


12. The Bikash [Barisal] of the 10th July complains that Babu N agen ndra 


Nath Gupta, the Be D . 
Ki ino overworked Deputy Magis- Worked, The heavy nd ina on. hi 
shoulders has shattered his health, and he has been 
compelled to take leave for seven days. Why is a Deputy Magistrate over- 
worked in this way ? The number af Deputy Magistrates in the town should 
be increased, — 
13. The same paper has the following, with reference to the decision: of 
jt a oe Bh Op hh Me 
, , ~- io ct Judge o r o r 
_— orders of the High Court, the ‘reoord of the ke 
ings held by ‘ites against two pleaders of his court, 
Thanks, Mr. Pittar. Great,.indeed, is your intelli 


ledge. But why blame Mr. Pittar? ‘Blame the s 


which raw young Civilians, having little insight into 


em, the system under 


intricacies 
acquaintance with the manners and customs and | ane — 


f th : 
made District J udges ? What can we expect from such Judges “ys fg oe | 
old and experienced barristers are made Judges. Bat in this vountry it “ 


otherwise. 
These inexperienced Civilians suddenly find thonsaeli 
District J udges and hear sppeale irom, the decisions of oxperiedood 


en, 


burden of work on his 


igence and veg etal 


transformed into. 
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Barisal Hiraisal, 
July 11th, 1900. 


KHULNA, 
July 12th, 1900. 


KHULNA. 


SaasIvant, 


July 22th, 1000. 


Sub-Judges and 
“a 
Court for your: 
tho High interfere’ sith pleaders and -berristers, . 


Beckergange 


be published 1 io the local x news 
poh notices are drawn up. he 
bce describing them sufficiently 


Deputy Magistrate of Khulna. 


five of those persons, the serving 
neither they nor any of their adult male relatives bein 
of service, the summonses had been served by affixing copies thereof to the mat- 
walls of their houses. The men, however, had now-to come all the way from 
Sonatankatha to Khulna, a distance of f all two: days’ journey, and each of them 
had to secure three or four mukhtars to stand sureties for, him. Six of them. 


eral since been tried and acquitted and the rest are still awaiting their 
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Magistrates and critiaive the ‘conduct: of old. and 
ced pleaders + 

e do not therefore bakes, Mr, : Pitter, You ‘have been: ‘stdienled j in 
strange decision, but we do not blame you, Do not 


14. A corres ndent of the Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] pe the 11th Jul 

# a“ that the obj ect ‘with | swhich notices: for he, 

Publication of sale pte in the. ‘of immova under Civil Court 
cuaee, - decrees, in the Ba © district, were ordered to 

rs is =" frustanted by the rang in which 
simply state names 0 e8 
le to identif a kn 
ptions of the 


to enable - 
they should contain at least an  slatoeiih of 


which are given in the decree: holders’ applicastons for ‘execution O 
A s casa of a notice is nee given : mee 


eA ote TCH. TOTS | 
ma \e ot | ee 
- Aretete ara ctyhh fedhrera 
Areas Acastttota wits 
Letgarenate coeartha area oe fe fapretont erica ore Bo/ M38 1.” 


the notice does not even state the name of the pargana and the character 


of the tenure. 


It is better not to publish any notice than to publish a notice which is 


so insufiicent. 


15. The Khulna Khulna) of the 12th J aly says that Mir Mofazzel Aliand 
sacs <thanBiailia | pha thirteen other residents of village Sonatankatha, 
Maxi med, within the jurisdiction of the Paikgachha thana in 
the Khulna district, were summoned by the Deputy 


Magistrate, Maulvi Mehiuddin Ahmmad, as witnesses in a certain case. But not 
-one of the witnesses having attended court on the appointed day, the ey rE 
7 ‘istrate charged thirteen of them under section 174 of the Indian Penal 


sent the record of the case to the District Magistrate, although, as re 
peon had submitted returns to the effect ‘that 
at home at the time 


"Phe case f ully illustrates how power may be abused if placed i in unworthy 
hands; Who will ee nsate the accused in this case for ihe, expense. they 
have incurred in defending themselves? — 


ee A correspondent of the same dg sof says that Babu Ume Charan Rai, 


Sub-Deput trate of Bagerhat, in the Khulna 
ath, 8 Sub-Deputy Magisteate at gi istrict, 3 the President and Treasurer of a local 

theatrice! company, called the Cleopatra Theatre, 
d mostly of the amla: of the Civil ort Criminal Courts of the place. 
Lately ,- the: and some other members of the theatre asked Babu Uma 
Charan for an:account of the income and expenditure of the company. But 
the Sub-Deputy Babu: appears to be supremely indifferent, and shows no inclina- 
tion to furnish the accounts asked for. — 
Seeing that this is not the first time that Uma Charan Babu’s sands has 
bad to be ht:to the notice of the authorities, one fails to see why. the 
Subdivisional Officer, who knows the Sub-Depaty Babu pretty well, does not 


move: Government for hie transfer. | 
Aw A correspondent “ b= Fag icant [Caloutts} of the 12th J fuly 6a 4 
~ ' e Joint- agistrate of Narayanganj, in | 
peed eee ote nas ot, Nara. Dacca district, passed an order a be 5th Ju Ist 
to the effect that no oné wearing dhuéi and ¢ 
should enter hia ¢ octet with shoes-on. In consequence of this order, respectable 
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native gentlemen, dressed in dhuit and chudder, have to'enter his court unshodi 
The whimsical conduct of this officer has made it difficult for Amar ws who 
have to come into ‘his: court, to maintain pogo NT ae “Trored because: they: ‘are 
not sure that they. will not ‘be abused y is, in fact,.in 
dread of this officer. A fow instances ‘will i faatrate how 18 treats those -who 
come into his court:— ==: 

(a) One day @ man: came before him to make some ‘complaint. But he 
ve him such a tebuke with a magisterial air, that the man remained silent 

some time: This. was, however, too much for him, aud he flung one of 7 
his boots at the man.: ‘The blow threw the man onthe ground:  _~ 
(5) In the month of June last, while hearing the ease of Bhusai Mal 
versus Haran Mandabi; he rose from his seat and struck one of the witnesses 
with a paper ruler. 
(c) In the case of Hes versus Faju and others he -beat tad fined « 
- witness on behalf of the prosecution because his deposition before the court 
differed from the statement he had made before the police. 
d) A wren overseer having made a report that a certain fisherman 
was selling rotten fish in rp Babu’s bazar, the Joint- Magistrate went to the 
spot, and not only fined the fisherman Rs, 4, but had some of the rotten fish coun : 
forcibly put into hin mouth. - . | , 
His treatment of pleaders and mukhtars is also very bad. ae 
18, A correspondent eom lains as follows in the Hitavadi (Calcutta) of = nrravanr, 
the 13th July :— — July 18th, 1900," * 

The Ofisisting£ Deputy Com Mr. Kingsford, Officiating Deputy Commis.» 
wear eee . . sioner of Dasa, has not. been aha: to earn the 
praise of the Dumka public. It is almost useless to appeal to him against 
the decisions of the lower: conrta. During the: last four months he” heard 
about a hundred appeals, but, except in three or four cases, he upheld the 
decisions uf the lower courts. The reason is that.}o is not intelligent. eno 
to understand cases, and he is not in the habit of availing himeelf of t 
help of pleaders in mastering the intricacies of. a case, Mr. Kingsford hae : 
prastionl y closed his court against legal practitioners. During the last six 
months Mr, Kingsford permitted pleaders to appear only in three or four cases. a 
He does uot even allow a pleader to appear on behalf of a person who is in “ 
jail. in a case in which Mr. Kingsford’s predecessor had permitted the 
accused to yt os. a pleader to defend him, the Officiating Depaty Commis 
sioner ref to allow the pleader to appear. 

. In the Sonthal Parganas district the accused. do not enjoy the right of 
defending themselves with the help-of pleaders, . No erg is allowed to 
appear in a case without the previous permission of the court. Deputy 
Magistrates have not the power to grant. this. Deputy and they have to 
refer all prayers for such permission to the Commissioner or to the 
Subdivisional Officer. In the Lieutenant: Gevencate reply to the petitions of 
Ismail Khan and others, it was said that all Judicial vers have th Pay 

ger oe 
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to grant permission to pleaders to appear before them. Here is that 
As regards the a eee ofp rs in the courts of districts, 
already been decided that the present practice shall continue, and that, ~ frre 
‘ as a pleader appears only by permission of the presidiig Judiesal Officer and as the 
next friend of the party whom he advises, there is no objection to his employ: 
ment. Why is not the promise of the Pesce sap sen Bhat | adhered 450 
The consequence is that the number of s to: Bbegelper 1s. inoreasing Eee ae 
But all people have not the eam to: ese S Bhagalpur, oe Bes aN 
- There is another thing of in. sounentinn with the Sonthal os 
Parganas ne cd b “a sees em in ny -—— P ristipe ep there, Hero is 
an instance: ar Hat is 38 ‘miles from ka. . Magistrates in their 
joarney from cay e to another. have their warden drawn oy oo -_ 
the road-contractor has nyt supply these coolies free-of cost, 
19. The Samiran-v- Viswadut [Calcutta ' of the 14th July 


Mr. J. N. Gupta; District Mex Narr int ste SaMinano. 
aaginests of Jit Gupta, District A gaminder- of Malda "Magis some Sonthals Jay eh 100. 


ty come-and settle on his snmindari. ‘Last year he 


to raise the rent, and the Sonthal raiyets petitioned the Lieutenant. 
Govenuee or against enh ancement. The: Lisntcnant Governor rolored the matter 
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iage of justice in the Rangoon case, and Lord Curzon was well ad 
and fully justified in interfering in that case. Our contempo 


 @lear that in the opinion of 


‘political point of view, to sstisfy the public. But he still holds that in. some 
ofi<thnen' cnsen. Lord. Onrtem Kas aan cohad wisely in interfering with the 


Po aed Ph ae ee ” ME ERT OE! wai gist “ . 
; ist 52 Wad Gi hii sh haigerati yd ee Pd fy inn te ha « pie 
: git Y ghee he a “"y 


dé 

n¢ 

be 

e) 

tl 

a 

0 

L 

fl 

O 

Ba. 1 

r 

a 

¢ 

t 

| J 

20: The Dacca. — [Deces) 6 the 15th July says that Babu Dines 
eS , ran Rai, Hono ‘Magistrate of Manikganj, — 
oes a ely sent a gentleman and: his servant torial 
under circumstances which would make it im 


sible for a big zamindar like Dines Babu himself and his amla to keep ad 
selves. outside the premiees of a jail. The gentleman’s cffence was that he had | 
bamboos cut on land which he owned in tjmaii with otherco-sharers and on which ) 
all the co-sharers had the right to cut away crops according to their respective 
requirements. It was a glaring failure of justice to punish a man for an offence 
like this, if offence it was. The appointment of inexperienced men of 
yr veges i as Honorary Magistrates, is frequently leading to the oppression 
of the people. os | 28 | 
21. The Prativass (Calcutta ] of the 16th July has the following:—. 

pags pore ,, , ina few recent cases, in which Europeans were 
aauade Oursow's implicated, Lord Curzon, not satisfied with the 
fhe decisions of the Judge and the jury, has. declared 
the accused guilty, after carefully examining the evidence, and has punished 
them departmentally. In a thoughtful and well-written article, the Pioneer 
expresses the apprehension that by going against the decisions of the 
udge and the jury in more than one case, Lord Curzon has established 
a very bad precedent. It is no doubt desirable that the independence 
of those who are entrusted with the administration of justice should be — 


rigidly maintained ; but, in cases, where miscarriage of justice -wounds the 


. feelings of the people end sows the seeds of discontent in their mind, no 


Viceroy can or should keep himself indifferent and unconcerned. Our con- 
tempo does not deny this, but he says that it is extremely undesirable that 
the feo e should be led to form the opinion that the duty, the only duty, of 
the Viceroy is to constitute himself a Court of Appeal. In the opinion of the 
Pioneer, it is much better that even some murderers should escape than that 
the Viceroy should frequently interfere with the administration of justice, and 
thereby shake the confidence of the public in the integrity of our law courts. 
We do not deny this, but we believe that our wise contemporary will agree with 
us in holding that the first and foremost duty of the Government is to prevent 
the impression being formed in the public mind that it is useless to go to 
law in cases in which Européans are. implicated, that the so-called adminis-— 
tration of justice is a delusion, and that English race-partiality is a serious 
obstacle to a strict administration of justice. = | oe 
“In the Péoneer’s opinion, the higher court admitted that there was mis-. 


ry also 
observes that the decision in this case had so much exasperated: the ublio that 
they were reassured to see the offenders somehow punished. It is thus quite 
our a tae it is desirable, from the 
ic. 
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Jecisions of the law coufts.. In the O’Gara case, continues the Pioneer, it was 
not legally proved that the accused had struck the punkha-cooly with’ dumb- 
bells. This msy be inferred from the docfor’s certificate on post-mortem 
examination, but it is, after all; a mere inference. Lord Curzon ought not, 
therefore, to have depended merely on this inference in awarding so serious 
a punishment to the accused. Neither the court nor the jury had expressed the 
opinion that the two soldiers, who gave evidence in the case and whom 
Lord Curzon has punished, were actuated by any intention of screening the 
accused It has not been well to declare the witnesses guilty on the strength 
of mere suspicion and inference. ) | - | 
We have something to say about our contemporary’s calling the inference 
in the case @ mere guess. If in a room there are only two persons and 
one of them receives a cuff in the back, the decision that this cuff has been 
administered by the other is certainly an inference, but it is an inference which 
can be safely depended upon. The doctor deposed that the wound inflicted on 
the head of the deceased was caused by a round object. The Public 
Prosecutor said that there was no direct evidence of the infliction of the 
wound, . There is very - little difference between inferential and direct 
evidence in this case, and it would be going against conscience to ignore this 
inferential evidence. Moreover,’a Judge is bound, to a certain extent, to 
respect legal technicalities, but the Viceroy is free, The Judge and the 
Viceroy are not similarly circumstanced, and their responsibilities also are not 
similar. The duty of the Judge ends with maintaining the dignity of the 
court; but the duty of the Viceroy lies in consulting and promoting -the 
welfare of the whole empire. The Viceroy has given proofs of his courage, 
love of justice, and large-hearteduess by not being satisfied with superfine 
legal technicalities and by maintaining the ee of justice. ‘The Ptoneer 
says that Lord Curzon’s conduct will lead the half-educated Bengali Babus to 
raise the cry of justice in danger in season and out of season, and to call 
upon His Excellency to interfere with the decision of the courts in many 
cases. It is a thing of common experience that in a case in which a European 
is implicated, the police is almost invariably indifferent in the matter of 
procuring evidence, andthe court does not do justice. It is, therefore, 
natural that people should apprehend injustice in such cases. The Chapra 
case has led the public to seriously suspect the impartiality of European 
Magistrates. Indeed, one is led to infer that the gradual increase in the 
number of cases in which Europeans are implicated is the natural consequence 
of laxity in the administration of justice in such cases. Let the Pioneer prove 
that such inference is unfounded. Otherwise this fault-finding with Lord 
Curzon, under the excuse of legal technicality, will be justly suspected of being 
an outcome of race animosity. | 
22. The Prabhat [Calcutta] of the 18th July writes as follows:— ; 
‘The punishment of nativescom. . & native has been sentenced to two years’ 
pared with the punishment of rigorous imprisonment for outraging the modesty 
aarepenne. of a European lady at Ootacamund. The man 
will now have sufficient leisure to repent of what he has done. A badmash who 
insults a woman or lays violent hands on her, ought to be severely punished ; 
but can we ignore the invidious racial- distinction which is made in passing 
sentences even in such cases? In the Punjab a native assaulted a zanana 


missionary and was sentenced to transportation for ten or twenty years. But - 


on board a steamer one Webb carried a married native woman to his cabin 
and ravished her. The woman died a few days after from the effects of the 
violence; yet the accused was let off with a fine of Rs. 100. What punish- 
ment will be inflicted on the three Eurasians, who have been arrested in 
Ulubaria? What, again, would have been the punishment, if, in the case 
under notice, the accused had been a European, and the woman assaulted a 
native? It isthe public impression that in a case, in which a European is 
implicated the native cannot expect justice. And racial distinction breeds 

racial animosity. eee Lyte lee ae a aS 
23. Referring to the decision arrived at by Justices Prinsep and Handley 
mgr? High Court in » recent = an appeal a ye one Atul Chandra Mitra, 
os -.... Who was convicted of theft by the Presidenc 
Magistrate of Calcutta, the same paper writes as follows Bd : ey 
We cannot approve of this decision, «Is it the duty of the High Court 


to ascertain whether the imprisonment to which an appellant has been 
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sentenced has been served out or not before it proceeds to judge a case on its 


merits? The Judges ought to have decided in this cage whether the appellant 


had committed theft or not. If he had: been declared “not guilty” a stain 
would have been removed from his character. ‘Ihe appellant was ‘guilt 
wecause he had served out the whole term of his imprisonment, or it wag 
useless to interfere under such circumstances Such a decision asthis is not 
worthy of an old and experienced Judge like Justice Prinsep. 


 (d}—Education. ee, 

24. The Bikash | Barisal} of the 10th J uly complains against the manage- 
ment of the Bhola Luttman-Jobnson Muhammadan 
Boarding, Backergunge district. So long the 
Mae Be boarders had to pay.a monthly fee of Rs. 4 each, 
but the Managing Committee has raised the fee, so that the boarding expenses 
may be fully met from fees. So long a portion of the expenses’ had been paid 
from the boarding fund ; but the condition of this fund is now said to be very 
unsatisfactory. The Subdivisional Officer has, however, paid Rs. 275 from 

this fund to purchase an ice-making machine for the local charitable dispensar 
on the consideration that the Medical Officer in charge of the dispensary will 
treat the boarders gratis. Bhola is a healthy place, and there is not much 
sickness among the boarders, The Subdivisional Officer ought not to have 
diverted the boarding fund in this way. It is said that the sanction of the 
Managing Committee to the grant was received after, and not before, the 
purchase of the machine. This is very bad, indeed. | 
25. ~The Sanjivant Calcutta] of the 12th July says that owing to dissatis- 
Witidiced oh he priviloges faction expressed by the members of the Provincial 


ted to native graduates of Educational Service, the Government has with- 
English Universities and others. 


The Luttman-Johnson Muham- 
madan Boarding at Bhola. 


Mr. ‘Subodh Chandra Maha- 
lanavis. | 


) 

but he got no Specemect, When Dr. Martin was the Director of Public 
ered Mr. Mahalanavis a post worth Rs. 150. Kindness indeed ! 
Hogiahmen who should hold the candle to Mr. 


tte of the 16th July writes as follows:— 
fe 


£ 


( 553 ) 


which are almost all conducted on commercial lines and. which haye made 
education a marketable commodity. Our Pabna correspondent writes that a 
school-master was lately insulted by some students in # public street. These 
students do not belong to the Government school... The matter: has been 
brought to the notice of the Officiating School Inspector of the Rajshahi Circle. 
On the 12th July last there was a good: deal of disturbance at: mght in the 


schovl to which the above-mentioned students belong. School benches were - 


found hanging from the branches of a neighbouring tree and the school room 
was fouled. Nothing pains us like the misconduct of students, but. we cannot 
but hate those who have brought about their moral degradation, who have 
opened schools to make money—to earn their livelihood. ‘If the authorities of 
a school punish a. bad student, the hungry proprietor of a rival school will 
admit him to his school. This emboldens. students and encourages them. in 
wrong doing. There is a Government school and a college in_Pabna, and the 
two minor schools have been raised to the standard of an Entrance school. 
There is not the least doubt that if the immorality, which is being encouraged 
under the excuse of education, be not nipped in the bud, it will spread all over 
the country... ; wee . 


28. The Prabhat [Calcutta] of the 18th July complains that although 


there is a high English school at Kaikala in the 

Ec nc « earns g the Hooghly district, a rival school has been started in 

sauinaceondeticts tite a neighbouring village, most probably with the 

object of ruining the Kaikala School. There is no room for a new school so 
near the old one, It is hoped that the Inspector will look into the matter.. 


(¢)—Local Self-Government and Municipal. Adminisiration. 


29. The Som Prakash [Calcutta] of the 2nd July says that the stringent 
provisions made in the new municipal: law of 

_Usleutte _sader the new muni- Oalentta regarding the construction of houses were 
setts . _. certainly dictated by a desire on the part of the 
Legislature to improve the health of the r-sidents, But will only living in good 
houses improve the health of the residents? Are not conservancy and water- 
supply more important factors in the town’s health? If so, has anything been 
done to improve either the conservancy or the water-supply of the town 
since the enforcement of the new Act? Any one who has known the condi- 
tion of the native quarter of the town, as it has been of late, will doubt if there 
isa municipality at all in Calcutta. sista 6. every street and lane in 
Calcutta used to be carefully swept and more or less watered, and refuse and 
sweepings were regularly removed therefrom. But very different has been the 
state of things for the last few months. The lanes and narrow paths are now 
not at all swept or watered, and the refuse deposited therein are not regularly 


PRABHAT, . 
July 18th, 1900. 


Sem PrakasuH, 
July 2nd, 1900. 


removed. ‘I'he stench proceeding from accumulated filth has become @ source ~ 


of danger to the health of the residents. ‘The water-supply, too, is so insufii- 
cient as hardly to meet the requirements of the rate-payers. = 

Even in the matter of house construction, the municipal authorities do not 
seem to be strictly carrying out the provisions of the new law, because new 


houses are being constructed everywhere in the town evidently in defiance of 


those provisions. 


30. Referring to the appointment of official Chairmen to some of the 
pettus gee teed: important municipalities in Bengal, the Burdwan 
Elbe pcre saat adidas rt Burdwan] of the 10th July writes as 
_ When it was proposed to appoint an official Chairman ‘to the Burdwan 
Municipality, we thought that the step was being taken in order to put a check 
on such quarrels between the Commissioners and the non official — 
had taken place in the past. Kut adoubt arose in our mind about the real 
object of the Government, when we saw that not only in Burdwan,. but in 
many other big towns also, Government was appointing official Municipal 
Chairmen. Why such.a course should be taken after non-official Chairmen 
had done their work so long with credit is quite inexplicable to us. Is the 
number of men competent. to discharge the duties of Municipal Chairman 
gradually becoming smaller in the country? Certainly not. The number of 


airman as 


BuRDWAN SANJIVANI, | 
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competent men is rather increasing in the. country. Are, then, gvod mer 
unwilling to make the sacrifice which is required of alt who would serve their 
countrymen? Not so, because we know that many good men are now actuall 

serving the country at a personal sacrifice and many more are quite ready and 


willing to do so, What is it then that has made it necessary for Government 


to substitute official for non-official Chairmen in the mufassal municipalities ? 
Three causes, so far.as we can see, have made this a necessity. First, owing to 
faulty election rules, respectable men do not come forward as candidates for 
election as commissioners, and there is accordingly a dearth of such men in the 
municipal boards. Secondly, Government does not always use proper discrim- 
ination in nominating members to the municipal boards. It often appoints 
men who are either incompetent, or who though competent, are so busy with 
their own affairs that they can spare little time for doing public duties. Third- 
ly, in the present state of the law, it is impossible for commissioners of muni- 
cipalities and members of District Boards always to act with independence; 
and there are iustances in which independent members have incurred the dis- 
pleasure of the District Officer and have come to trouble. These are the causes 
which keep really go:d and competent men out of the Municipal and District 
Boards, We do not know if there are any other causes at work to produce 
this result. Whatever the cause, it is a regrettable fact that there is at present 


a paucity of really competent men in the municipalities. The Government 


can remedy this, if it likes. It would be better to abolish Local Self-Govern- 
ment than to keep up a semblance of it under which the official Chairman will 
do as he pleases with the assistance of men who will do as he desires, 


(g)—Railways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


31. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 10th July has heard that 
Repair, &c., of village roads in the Burdwan District Board will not this year 
the Burdwan district. : grant any money for the repair and construction of 
village roads, because the Chairman is under the impression that money 
ranted for this purpose is not put toa proper use. The question has been 
iscussed more than once, and on several occasions it was proposed to stop the 
grant. ‘The Government of Bengal, however, did not allow; this to be done. 
It distinctly said that the villagers who pay the road cess should be allowed 
the benefit of their payment, Why the Burdwan District Board is going 
against the explicit dune of the Government is not at all clear. The repair 
of only the feeder roads, for which money will be granted, will benefit a very 
small section of the village population. 

As every new Chairman who comes issues new rules, it is necessary that 
in these matters Government should not depend either on the Chairman or 
on the Divisional Commissioner. A resolution should be issued settling once 
for all the'question whether village roads should or should not be repaired and 
constructed from the road cess fund. : 


32. The Medint Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 11th July says that on the 
occasion of the late Car festival special trains made 
up of passenger carriages and goods waggons were 
run for about ten or twelve days between Khargapur and Puri on the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway for carrying pilgrims to and from the temple of - Jagaunath. 
The sufferings of the passengers who had to travel in goods waggons must 
have been wey acute, as is clearly proved by the fact that in every waggon 
which carried passengers four, five or six people were found suffering from 
cholera and even one or two dead bodies were seen, A correspondent of this 
paper saw. these things with his own eyes. There was no outbreak of cholera 
or death among the pilgrims who were fortunate enough to be accommodated 
in passenger carriages. The authorities of the railway ought to make an 
enquiry and take steps. to prevent similar occurences in future. 
$3. The Sri Sri rune Hig hee Ananda geet Patrike Coles - a 
 Gphevenece ~~, sath July says that the native employés. of tne 
Pho gas een ming om Eastern Rengal State Railway, who pant b at Chit- 
his ie oye pur, Rathtala, and Mir Bahar Ghat, in Calcutta, 
‘mostly receive. salaries met from Rs. 10 to Rs. 30 a month, and are 
granted no holidays, and have to work day and night. It is not clear why 


A railway complaint. 
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these men, who are Government servants, are not allowed the gazetted holidays 
or given extra allowance for working on such days or during extra hours, 
They ought also to got some increment of salary at. the end of every year, 
Lord Curzon should kindly take the case of these men into his favourable. 
consideration. | ee ee og eee oo eee 
34, The Tripura Hitaishi [Comilla] ofthe 17th July says that the non, nam, 
tag of ceala | Comilla commencement of metalling work on a@ | argc Jaly 17th, 1900,: 
Metalling ot roads in Vomt’* number of roads in Comilla town at one,and the 
war same time has been causing serious. inconvenience 
to public traffic. The work was taken in hand two months ago and has not 
yot been finished. It is not also being done ina satisfactory manner. _ Accord- 
ing to the terms of the contract, the metal should have consisted of two-thirds 
; jhama and one-third khoa of the first quality. But it is doubtful if the con- 
tractor is giving more than half yams, The khoa, too, is not always. of the me | 
first quality. Rubbish is being thrown over the metal, before the metal has es a 
been well pressed down. Attention is drawato the work done on the Hyme’s 
Road and the Kandirpur Road, As the Municipal Overseer is a new in- oa 
experienced man, some of the Commissioners themselves ought to supervise the a 
work done by the contractor. ae es oe 


- 


ta. 
* 


(h)— General. 3 


35. The Sevika |Diamond Harbour] for Jyaistha, 1307 B.S., says that Savina, 
though Government was anxious to make tbe  Jynisths, 1907B.8. 
census of 1891 as faultless and accurate as possible, es 
-. gnd gpared neither pains nor money to make it | ~ 
such, it is a matter of regret that it did not fully succeed. Errors crept in, of 
which one is pointed out below. Jn the provincial caste tables attuched.to the 
Census Report for 1891, the four distinct classes of Kaivartas in Bengal, namely, : 
Q) those descended from a Kshatriya father and Vaisya mother, (2) those 
escended from a nisadh (hunter) anda Aygati mother, (3) those descended from 
a Keverini mother.and a goldsmith father, and (4)those who, though descended 
from a Kshatriya father and a Vaisya mother, have yet become a distinct class 
by themselves on account of their pursuing the low oT fishermen, have 
been all grouped under the same heading ‘‘Kaivarta.” This is not as it should 
have been. It is hoped that in the taking of the next census in March 1901, 
the first of the above classes, which in several districts includes the subclasses— 
Halik Das, Parasar Das, Mahisya Das, Mahisya, Akshata Das, Halik Kaivarta, 
Uttar-Rarhi Kaivarta and Dakshin-Rarhi Kaivarta, will be grouped under 
a separate heading; ‘‘Mahisya,” whilst the remaining three classes of Kaivartas 
may be grouped, as hitherto, under the same general heading ‘Kaivarta.’ is 
Mr. Risley, the present census Commissioner, is not only a learned man 
but an ethnologist, and it is hoped that he will introduce this change in his 
census report, It will make his report more accurate than any previous 
census report. Lee | 4 
36. The Medini Bandhav [ Midnapore) of the 11th July says that the com- 
plaint made against the Midnapore town post office 
; in the issue of this pa for the 4th April last 
(Report on Native Papers for 14th Apr‘l, parugraph 42) attracted the notice of 
the Postmaster General, Bengal, and he directed the Postal Superintendent of 
the Midnapore district to remove the evils complained of, Unfortunately nothing 
has yet been-done to remove the evils. Nay, matters have become worse than 
before in certain respects. It is hoped the Postal Superintendent of Midnapore 
will take steps to remove the inconvenience of the public, eee rae 
_ 87. A correspondent of the Sri-Sré Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika cae 
A postal eomplaint ; Calcutta } of the Lith July has heard that the new wpig hea 
) ai ostmaster of Raerkathi often gets his work:done “"4">4 Bazan 
by the late Postmaster, who was dismissed by the Postmaster-General in. jury tie, ; — 
consequence of a complaint published against him in this paper. ct eee 
38. A correspondent, who is a friend of the.editor, thus complainsagainst | smavm, 
be 3. Kole. Gd usdigg Di,J: Kelly, Civil Medical Officer of Naya Dumka, July 10, 100, 
Officer, Dumka’ | MO" in the Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 13th Julyi— 


ee, ee Arriving. at Naya Dumka, I find that. Dr. 
Kelly has made Dumka too hot for its reldiuke © Thanks to ‘his vigil ‘ ry 


A estion for the Census 
Commissioner. 


Msprnt Baypgay, — 


A postal complaint. July 11th, 1909, 
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geason, If he sees the tiles of a roadside hut removed from its thatch with the 


bad 


(656 +) | 
possible for people to repair their houses even in this rain 


object of being re-arranged, hé at once orders the stopping of the repair. 
‘ 3 i Resor, Br to ask the reason of the order, he orhaed the removal of Be 
house a few feet from the roadside or the demolition of the roadside verandah. 
Many people have been inconvenienced ‘in this way. They appealed to the 
Subdivisional Officer against the Civil Medical Officer’s decision, but in vain. 
They have been compelled either to demolish their houses or to postpone 
repairs. The doctor's order does not, however, apply to those who can earn his 
favour by flattery and other means. They are allowed to build even new 
houses close tothe public roads. This does not, in the doctor’s opinion, pre- 
judicially affect the sanitation of the town. 

- Babu Mahananda Singh of Dumka seems to have incurred the serions 
displeasure of Dr. Kelly, and Dr. Kelly las been harassing him in many 
ways. Lately, he applied to the Subdivisional Officer for permission to repair 
a roadside house. He applied once, twice, thrice without receiving any 
answer, He applied again, and this time the Subdivisional Officer called for 
a report from the Civil Medical Officer. The Civil Medical Officer submitted 
the following report :— : 


REPORT. 


1, This man has gone in for systematic encroachment for years, and has 
been punished more than once by the Dumka Court for encroachments on the 
Bhagalpur Road and made to dismantle and remove such encroachments. On 
the last ocassion the charge was withdrawn on a promise not to encroach again. 
He went so far as to cut large roots of one of the roadside trees to further his 
place. The roadside trees formed the boundary of this road, and all houses 
should be behind this level. 

. 2, There can be no objection to repair the chuppur on Jail Road, provided 
the level does not extend beyond the level of existing houses. : 


8. Mr. Grant, the zamindar, only this winter dispossessed this man of land 


on the other side of the road for encroachment. 


oO 7 J. Keuuy. 
The 15th May 1900, 


Mahananda Babu denies the charge brought against him. He says that 
he was never punished for encroaching upon a public road. It is not also true 


~~ that the zamindar dispossessed him of any land for encroachment, The fact is 


that he was fencing in a garden, against which Dr. Kelly reported to his 
zamindar, and the zamindar paid him Rs. 20 as consideration for giving up his 
claim to that laud. 

Why did the Medical Officer make uncalled for remarks in his report? 
Was not the second paragraph of his report enough for his purpose? Why did 
he try to poison the mind of the Subdivisional Otficer by bringing false charges 
against him? Why is he so very displeased with Mahananda Babu? The 
Civil Medical Officer’s dge against Mshenenda Babu seems to be a long- 
standing one. The late Subdivisional Officer once asked him tu pay a subscrip- 
tion of Rs. 50 fora public purpose. Mahananda Babu said that he could not 
afford to pay this subscription. Upon this he was prosecuted on the charge of 
8 gan insanitary cowshed from which filthy water was flowing out on the 
public road. .Dr. Kelly, who prosecuted, had, -however, to admit that the cow- 
shed was filthy, but no filthy water was flowing out from it, as stated. But 
still the charge was pressed, and the Subdivisional Officer instructed the trying 
Magistrate to punish the accused severely. ‘“‘The man,” wrote he, “is a respect 
able man. An example should be. made of him.” The case was tried by 


Maulvi Ekram Hosain, who fined the accused Rs, 40. The fine, however, was 


reduced to Re. 10 on Sppeel to the Deputy Commissioner. - Mahananda Babu 
is going to be harasse ain. An inner privy in his house is going to be 


demolished. There are such privies in other houses. But it is only Mahanauda 


t 


Babu living outside the jurisdiction of the British Fay? 
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Babu’s privy that is going to be demolished. Why is this so s Mahananda 
e ee ee 


(' ey’ 
writes as follows: — 


-— , 


$9, The same paper 


The Munds affeix they are extirpated? The charges against the 
Mundas seem to be endless. Endless also seems to be the oppression committed 


press 
It is said that even the officials are dead against them:. Is there 


upon them. 


no one who can publish the history of the whole affair together with the canso 


of the official displeasure which the Mundas have incurred ?. 


40. The same paper understands that the pension | 

me - revised. -It is said that Lord Ourzon has proposed 

The rumoured revision of pet- to reduce the age limit for ion by five years, 
y 


_— A Government servant he 
proposed rules, be entitled to a full pension after twenty-five years’ service, or 
after twenty years’ service with a medical certificate. This is, indeed, good 
news, and thousands of poor people will pray for Lord Curzon’s long life. — 


41. A correspondent complains in the Pratinidhi |Comilla] of the 17th 

A penal colaghaigl July of irregularity in portal delivery in Durgapur, 
subdivision of the ge district, The post office is situated at a distance 
of about seven miles and the postal peon pays a visit to the village only 
once a week. The inconvenience can be removed by placing the post office 
in a central position. — 


V.—FROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


42. The Mitavads — of the 13th July has the following :--- = 
; t is a regret that Lord George Hamilton, 
eres. he is the Secretary of State for India, 
should be so grievously in the dark as regards the famine in. India, and 
should be unable to acquaint the British public with real facts concerning the 
famine. In his opinion, the measures. which have already been adopted to 
relieve the famine-stricken are adequate for the purpose. In many relief camps, 
says the Secretary of State, there has been an outbreak of cholera and small-pox, 
and it is to these two causes that the high rate of mortality among the famine- 
stricken is due. Indeed, the rate of mortality isso high that a very jock 
number of corpses could not even be cremated, and were left on the public. “ 
to be devoured by jackals and vultures. We can, however, quote the testimony 
of sympathetic Europeans against these statements of the Secretary of State. 
They say that there is no want of food in the country, no want of communica- 
tions ; yet thousands are dying even in places where there is no outbreak of 
cholera or small-pox, simply because they have no money to buy food with. Has 
the Secretary of State ascertained whether these statements are correct or not ? 
_ The Hon’ble Mr. Donald Smeaton, the distinguished Famine Commis- 
sioner, was, during his tour through Southern India, struck by the condition of 
the country. Everywhere water scarcity met his eye. The whole country 
appeared to be barren and uninhabited and looked like a wide arid desert. 
And this is India, bountiful India, India with her green verdure, unfailing 
water, and wealth of fruits! It is poverty which is the cause of our distress, 
it is the want of money which is the cause of all our suffering. Those who 
are dying from starvation are escaping from suffering. But as for those weak 
and emaciated people, who survive the famine, who have lost all their belong- 


_ 


Famine in India—its cause. 


ings, who will remove their suffering? Who will bring strength to their body 


and hope to their heart ? ‘tah (eo 
Is it beyond the comprehension of the Government that the Indian people 
are ground-down by taxation, that they can no longer bear this few 


burden, and that groaning under this heavy burden of taxation, they can ill- 

afford to save anything against the rainy day? The Indian ple have to pay. 

taxes at every Bee. "they have to pay a tax for the little hh she r eat, for the 

patie on which they graze their cattle, for the roads on which they walk. 
7 when the people had barns full 

yield of their farms, money was not s0 plentiful as now. But wants have 

now multiplied, and with wants suffering has increased. If rains fail a single 


year, there is wailing in every peasant’s home. How piteous, ind is: the 
Present condition of t ecountry! ecu Ree aa mp 


‘Will the oppression of Mundas not cease until — 


rules are going to be 


a village within the jurisdiction of the pur 


Huta Vabt. 


PRATINIDHYI, 
July I7th, 1900: 


HrravaDil, 


July 18th, 1900. 
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- The Government is trying to relieve the distress of the famine-stricken, 
but what has it done to save the nok ekg wore eee tax-ridden Indian peasants? 
How will the survivors of the famine fare? Alas! There is no exemption 
from taxation even in this distress. The Indian peasant is not given to luxur, 
He wastes nothing on drinking. It is the demand of the stomach, 
demand of the mahajan, and the demand of the _ tax-collector, which 
he has to meet, and great is his difficulty in meeting these demands, The 
fertility of the soil is diminishing, and the sole consideration of the Indian 

asant seems to be to grow such crops as will bring in the quickest return, 
t has become almost impossible for him to increase the fertility of the soil. 
The mahajen is not the cause of the impoverishment of the raiyat. Itis the 
poverty .of. the Indian raiyat which is the cause of the appearance of the 
mahajan. The Government has not yet been able to remove the cause of 
Indian poverty. | — ae | 
Who is responsible for this state of things? The Indian raiyat is withont 
food; he does not know how to satisfy his hunger. One seed not be told 
that it is under British rule that the Indian peasants have arrived at this 
condition. Before the establishment of British rule the wealth of the country 
was not carried off from the country, the burden of taxation was not so heavy 
there was no foreign commerce. The wants of the people also were few. Since 
the establishment of British’rule the produce of the country is being exported, 
the people are being ground down by taxation, and the wants of the people are 
increasing. Famine or no famine, scarcity or no soascity the Government will 
not stop or interfere with the exportation of grains, It will not also exempt 
raiyats from taxation. . : pon tee 

The impoverishment of the Indian peasant is causing us great anxiety, 
The Indian peasant is suffering great hardship. He labours hard in his field 
yet, but is weak and shabby and-ragged. He does not. know luxury; ‘he jis 
not given to intoxication; yet his condition is not improved. Is no one 

onsible for this? The famine over, let the Government appoint a Com- 
mission to enquire into the causes of the miserable condition of the raiyats and 
to devise means for its improvement, 


V1.—MIsceLLANEOUS. 


43. A Bogra correspondent of the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 12th July 
, says that the Magistrate of Bogra called a public 
Hixpense. of the re al meeting, and is otherwise doing his utmost to 
BETES TE  - elige money by subscription for according the 
 Lieutenant-Governor a suitable reception, and it is expected that not less than 
Rs. 17,000 to Rs. 18,000- will be collected. But instead of wasting so large 
sum of money on ephemeral decorations and illuminations, the best portion 
of it should be made over to the Indian Famine Fund. When Sir Charles 
Elliott visited Boars he asked the District Magistrate to devote a portion of 
the money, which had been raised for bis reception, to some useful purpose. 
44. “The Samiran-o- Viswadut | Calcutta] of the 14th July has the following 
3 it with reference to the story of Lady Northcote 
Lady Northcote's charity. distributing famine relief:— == 
We fail to express‘ our feeling; it is too deep for expression. But Lady 
Northcote does not desire to be praised. The satisfaction derived from 
relieving the distress of the poor is her best reward.- Let us pray that she may 
always relieve the distress of the poor and always enjoy-that satisfaction. P 
45. The same paper strougly disapproves of the proposal to spend 
~ "Re. 10,000 on illumination -and fireworks on the 
_ The Lieutenant-Governor's com-  oogasion of the Lieutenant-Governor’s coming visit - 
med tsehee sed aah to Gaya. There is distress almost everywhere in 
_.the country, and thousands are dying from starvation. Could not loyalty be 
shown without wasting money? Would not the Lieutenant-Governor’s visit, be 
better celebrated by feeding hungry people? We believe the Lieutenant 
Governor will not approve of such waste of money in these days of distress. 
' 46. The Pratvasi [Calcutta] of the 16th July writes as follows:— | : 
the Lieutensnt-Gorernor’e cc, sz phe, Gaya correspondent of the Btateme 
posed visit toGaya, SC Writes that Rs. 10,000 -will be spent on % 
occasion of the Lioutenant-Governor’s visit to Gaya 
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British rule. That was so. In India, 
the beggar in his at. onpoyen val , eae vat 
and dacoities had become almost unknown. re was no Oppression | 
weak by the strong, and no one dared outrage a woman’s modesty. In 
the Indians felt as if they were living under their ideal ruler Ram. B: 
within the last few years a serious change has come over the country. People 
now feel as if they have been rudely shaken out of a happy dream. Every- 
thing seems to have turned topsy-turvy. Violence, op on, and outrage are 
daily increasing. The strong are oppressing the w Women are unable 
to keep their honour inviolate. Failure of justice in the law courts is of 
frequent occurrence. The Bench and the Bar are frequently falling out against 
each other. And the police instead of being our protectors have become our 
oppressors. , | 
” Has anybody paused to enquire into the cause of this change? A little 
reflection will convince anybody that the principal cause of this dreadful change 
is want of confidence between the rulers and the ruled. In times ker by 
high officials of Government placed trust in the meme i ‘and in the 
latter’s troubles and dangers stood by them as their ma bap and inepired them 
with hope and courage. But it was in an evil moment that the Ilbert Bill was 
passed, for since the passing of that measure the officials have looked upon the 
people of the country with distrust, with the feeling with which a serpent 
regards a mongoose. That feeling of suspicion and distrust has gone on 
increasing, and has at last brought the country to its present deplorable’ condi- 
tion. Asa consequence of this official distrust of the people, there has arisen 
a strong corps de esprit between the highest local. authority say a Divisional 
Commissioner, and the commonest constable. If you attempt to check a 
constable in his career of oppression, you will see him taken by the Commis- 
sioner under his sheltering wings. You will’ not of course see this in every 
such case. Many highminded officials still uphold the cause of truth and 
justice. But the number of officials of this noble stamp is daily decreasing. 
Formerly perfect harmony existed between the Bench and the Bar. It is 
a matter of pride that the Bench in this country is filled by men of spotless 
character, whose equals are rare in any other country. But, unhappily, many 
unworthy men have found their way to the Bench and are disgracing it. 
Quarrels between the Bench and the Bar are now every-day occurrences. 


48. A correspondent of the Datntk Chandrika [Calcutta] of the 18th J uly, 


meres: . for whose opinions expressed in the following letter 
Eurasian highhandedness. = ¢he editor does not hold himself responsible, writes 
as follows:— uae: a | 

The natives may somehow put op with oppression committed on them by 
genuine gt gr but they are afraid their oppression by the Eurasians in 
the country will compel them to leave their blared Calcutta and seek refuge 
in forests or mountain caves.. These Euras‘ans have, at least for seven genera- 
tions past, lived in the stinking Juste situated in the outskirts of Colinga, 
Bow Bazar, and Jaun Bazar, occupying brick: built hovels and ing their days 
in misery and destitution. To.earn their livelihood they find it necessary to 
accept the posts of sardars of coolies, inspectors of goods at jetties, engine-drivers, 


. 


and drivers and syces under the Tramways Compan posts which carry 
monthly salary of ten to fifteen rupees. It fy the natives + good Portene 
that these Eurasians have never visited Europe, ‘the Birthpincs of their 


mother’s paternal grea x 
have. made them still more-highhanded. What right-minded man does not 
hate them? ‘These men consider the’ natives as even worse than brutes. and 
oem down. Sg — and oppress them. ee tty proof of their béing 

uropeans is that they wear:a covering and a coat and shoes. . Attired in 
this way, they vik ae ; ry s€ 


t-grandmother’s paternal grandmother as that would. 


streets like heroes, and whenever they see a native strike 
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June 27th, 1900. ‘The Raja of Karial’s treatment of dealing w 
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the death of a i and active 
recvive With ion the evidenc 
examination'in that case? = : 

The correspondent then proceeds to condemn th 


wat: | So ConCemn M6 essive attitude of the 
Enrasians in tram-cars, and takes the educated Bengalis severely to task for 
their cowardly acquiescence in the unwarrantable assumption of superiority 
which marks the conduct of Eurasians whenever they come in contact with the 
natives of the country. —_ f 


’ Urrva Papers. 


SaMBALPUR 49. The Sambalpur Hitatshins [Bamra} of the 27th June is glad to notice 
epg " the ieraty of the Raja of Karial aad his son in 
ith their famished subjects. They have 

remitted revenue to the extent of Rs. 8,000, and 

have advanced Rs. 14,000 to those who want to purchase cattle, plough- 
shares, &c. They are also bringing down food-grains from Raipur with 
the object of distributing the same amongst the helpless and the needy, The 
writer observes that the Government should encourage the noble endeavours of 
the Raja and his worthy son by conferring suitable titles on them. : 


Samnaeun 50, Referring to the rigorous rules which the Government of India are 


HITAISHINI. 


the famine among his ‘subjects. 


atta ao — for European soldiers for the use of sporting ¢ 


, 


8 m rural 
‘areas, the same paper points out that this will hardly 
meet the requirements of the case; so long as unalloyed justice is not adminis- 

tered to the Indians and Europeans alike, without distmction of race, creed or 
SAMBALPUR 51, Referring to the ruling that the dead bodies of all girls, whose age 
— uate .. .. does not exceed sixteen,in the Nadia district, and 

alin ities ete aise, °° ™° who commit suicide, will be sent to the doctors 
by the police for post-mortem examination, the same 
paper points out that it is unwise to arm the police with greater powers than 
they now possess so long as the members of that department are not recruited 
from a better class of men. The writer contends that the framers of the ruling 
have overlooked the great social objection which both the Hindus and the 
Muhammadans entertain against the examination of the female members of their 
societies, whether living or dead, by foreigners, and observes that it is. had 


_ 


oubtful value. 


52. The Uriya and Navasamvad [ Balasore} of the 27th June exhorts the 
4 tenis : people of Balasore to come forward boldly to con- 
carpe. § __ taibute their mite towards the famine fund and to 
disregard the selfish doctrine that the people of one district are not bound to 

help the poor and famished of other districts. | 
SaMVADVAHIEA, 58. The Samvadvahika | Balasore] of the 28th June is sorry to notice 


ee 
June 28th, 1900. Deaths from thunder-strokes. 
under extraordinary circumstances. 


NavVasaMvaD, 
June 27th, 1910, 


and states that some of these deaths happe 


-Urmaxporma, 54. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 23rd June is glad to find that the . 
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of the 30th June stron 


at moderhie SHIGE, 206 5 het Os 

— The same paper.is informed that the report of the We —" 

jg under the consideration of the Home Goverm- = =  ~=~e_. 
The report of the Welby Com- mentand hopes that India will be benefited by CO ae 

the final decision of that Government. _ aS Ge 8 Bes fae 
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